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Safety Directors’ Conference Speakers 

Keynote Speaker 

John Medina 

The Learning Brain 

Want to become an even better trainer, presenter, educator than you already are 

today? Keynote presenter John Medina’s presentation on the Learning Brain will 

help you make it happen. Come witness the funny, engaging author of the book 

Brain Rules describe the learning brain, and how to get the most into it by following 

the brain rules for “attention,” “short-term memory,” “long-term memory” and the 

like.  
 

Dr. John Medina is a developmental molecular biologist focused on the genes involved in human brain 

development and the genetics of psychiatric disorders. He has spent most of his professional life as a pri-

vate research consultant, working primarily in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries on re-

search related to mental health. Medina is an affiliate Professor of Bioengineering at the University of 

Washington School of Medicine. 



Adele Abrams 

The New Administra-

tion’s OSHA & MSHA 

Find out what mechanical 

construction and   service 

employers can expect 

from OSHA and MSHA 

over the next four years 

regarding regulations, enforcement and outreach.   
 

Adele Abrams, Esq., CMSP is president of the Law 

Office of Adele L. Abrams P.C. Her firm represents 

employers in OSHA and MSHA litigation nationwide 

and handles environmental matters in multiple states 

across the U.S. She also provides consultation, safety 

audits and training services to regulated companies. 

Sean McGuire 

Construction Safety 

Technology Research 

Report 

See what came out of the 

just released construction 

safety technology        

research project          

commissioned by MCAA with technology industry 

leader JB Knowledge.  
 

Sean McGuire, MCAA’s Director of Construction  

Technology has been working at MCAA since 

2000.  He is the staff member in charge of the MCAA 

Construction Technology Initiative, the committee 

tasked in its   oversight and the development of the 

Construction Technology Conference. This year, he 

has been  working with technology partner JB 

Knowledge to evaluate new technologies that can im-

pact safety on the jobsite and the existing apps that 

can be helpful to safety directors.  

General Session Speakers 

Cheryl Stratos  

Skin Cancer Awareness 

& Prevention for          

Mechanical Workers 

Understand the insidious 

nature of skin cancer, just 

how at risk our workers 

are, especially our service 

technicians, and what you can do to help them protect 

themselves from skin cancer.  
 

Cheryl has worked in the construction industry for over 

20 years in the area of marketing and sales, and she 

is a former MCAA employee. On November 23, 2009, 

she was diagnosed with Stage IV Metastatic Melano-

ma Cancer and given six months to live. Her superhu-

man journey has made her mission skin care aware-

ness and prevention. She is currently on the Board of 

the Directors of the Melanoma Research Foundation 

(MRF).  

Safety Directors’ Conference Speakers 

Brad Hammock 

OSHA’s Final Rule on 

Silica and Status             

of Litigation 

Learn about affected    

employers’ compliance 

requirements established 

by OSHA’s new final rule 

on silica, which becomes effective next summer and 

the current status of litigation to change the rule.  
 

Bradford T. Hammock is a Partner in the Washington, 

D.C. office of Jackson Lewis LLP. He focuses his  

practice in the safety and health area and is leader of 

the firm’s Workplace Safety and Health practice group. 

Brad focuses on all aspects of occupational safety and 

health law and represents employers throughout 

OSHA rulemaking proceedings, including OSHA’s  

informal public hearings on proposed rules.  



Topic Specific Breakout Speakers 

Safety Directors’ Conference Speakers 

Faye Caldwell 

Marijuana Trends, Laws 

and Company Sub-

stance Abuse Policies 

Wrap your brain around 

the latest nationwide    

marijuana trends,         

associated regulations 

and how they affect your company’s substance abuse 

policies and collective bargaining agreements.  
 

Faye Caldwell is the managing partner of Caldwell 

Everson PLLC, an employment and drug testing law 

practice in Houston, Texas. 

Dave Francis 

Innovative Ladder     

Safety Technology 

Witness the latest in     

ladder safety technology 

with this presentation and 

demonstration by              

one of the industry’s top 

leaders in ladder safety technology.  
 

David Francis has been in the ladder safety business 

for over thirty years. He has several U.S. patents to 

his name for improvements in ladder design.  He is the 

National Safety Director at Little Giant Ladder        

Systems with the sole purpose of preventing ladder 

related accidents, fatalities and injuries.  

Jim Maddux 

Safety Leadership 

Discover what makes 

great safety leaders and 

why by exploring the intri-

cacies of effective safety 

leadership, some of the 

great leaders themselves 

and some of the outstand-

ing leadership resources that are available to you   

today.  
 

OSHA’s Take on Safety Incentive Programs 

Hear all about OSHA’s position on safety incentive 

programs, how it ties into the agency’s recent record-

keeping rule    changes, leading and lagging indicators 

of safety    performance, use of high dollar incentives/

rewards and much more.   
 

 

Prior to his recent retirement in December 2015, Jim 

Maddux was Director of the OSHA Directorate of  

Construction for five years.  During his 25 years with 

OSHA, he held several leadership positions, including 

Director of the Office of Physical Hazards, the Office 

of Maritime, the Office of Biological Hazards, the Of-

fice of Safety Systems and Acting Deputy Director for 

the Directorate of Standards and Guidance. 

Bruce Lippy  

Nanomaterials in        

Mechanical                 

Construction 

Learn about the           

nanomaterials that are 

encountered most fre-

quently in the mechanical 

construction industry, including the hazards that ac-

company them, and the best ways to protect your 

workers from overexposure to them.  
 

Bruce Lippy currently serves on the American        

Industrial Hygiene Association’s Nanotechnology 

Working Group and represents the group as a mem-

ber of the International Standards Organization’s  

technical committee on nanotechnology.  He is a   

Certified Industrial Hygienist, Certified Safety         

Professional and Fellow of the American Industrial 

Hygiene Association. 



Topic Specific Breakout Speakers 

Safety Directors’ Conference Speakers 

Sally Spencer-

Thomas 

Suicide Prevention        

in Construction 

Grasp the reality of sui-
cides in the construction 
industry in this enlighten-
ing presentation by one of 
our nation’s leading men-
tal health experts. Understand why the construction 
industry is at higher risk for suicide and discover strat-
egies in a comprehensive approach to suicide preven-
tion and crisis response.  
 

Sally Spencer-Thomas is a Psy.D clinical psycholo-

gist.  She is CEO and founder of the Carson J.    

Spencer Foundation, which is named after her brother 

who died by suicide after a long battle with bipolar  

disorder.  The foundation’s mission is finding innova-

tive ways to elevate the conversation and make     

suicide prevention a health and safety priority.  Sally is 

President of the Suicide Prevention Coalition of      

Colorado and holds leadership positions in several 

other suicide prevention organizations and initiatives. 

Jason Stack 

RF Radiation Safety for 

Mechanical Service 

Discover how your me-

chanical service           

technicians can protect 

themselves from overex-

posure to non-ionizing  

radio frequency radiation 

when working on rooftops sporting telecommunica-

tions antennas, such as cellular antennas, cylindrical 

rod shaped radio antennas, parabolic satellite        

antennas, and microwave antennas.  

 

Jason is the Field Safety Coordinator for Hill           

Mechanical Group.  Prior to joining Hill Mechanical 

Group, he served as Safety Training Instructor for an 

18,000 employee, telecommunications company.   

Jason  served as an I.B.E.W. Communication Tower 

Erector and Communication Specialist for 24 years 

erecting and installing a wide array of antenna sys-

tems.   

Don Teater 

Protecting Mechanical 

Construction and       

Service Workers from 

Prescription Painkiller 

Abuse 

Discover just how quickly 

and frequently injured 

workers’ lives are destroyed by prescription painkillers, 

and how you can help prevent your workers from   

prescription painkiller abuse and addiction.  
 

Dr. Don Teater, MD, is a board certified Family     

Practitioner from western North Carolina. He has been 

working to prevent and treat opioid dependence since 

becoming certified to prescribe buprenorphine in 2004. 

Dr. Teater has been working with the National Safety 

Council as their Medical Advisor, primarily on their 

effort to prevent prescription drug abuse, addiction 

and overdose nationwide. 



Clint Wolfley 

The Value of                

Professional Safety     

Certifications 

Discover the value of the 

professional safety certifi-

cations for construction 

industry safety profession-

als, and learn what it takes to become a Construction 

Health and Safety Technician (CHST), Associate 

Safety Professional (ASP) and Certified Safety Profes-

sional (CSP).  
 

Clint Wolfley is the Director of Business Development 

for the Board of Certified Safety Professionals. In his 

role with BCSP, he is responsible for developing and 

implementing strategies for promotion of current and 

future certifications.  

Camille Villanova 

OSHA’s Recently         

Revised Recordkeeping 

Rule 

Get the unapparent details 
about OSHA’s recently 
revised recordkeeping rule 
and how it will impact your 
company, including how it 
affects existing mandatory post-incident drug testing 
requirements.    
 

Camille Villanova is an occupational safety and health 

training consultant.  Previously, she worked in the  

Directorate of Construction at OSHA Headquarters in 

Washington, DC where she developed standards,  

interpretations and OSHA instructions related to      

occupational safety and health.   

Topic Specific Breakout Speakers 

Safety Directors Conference Speakers 



Safety Directors Conference Exhibitors 

ERGO 
SKELETON 

HARNESS 
SOFTWARE 

Don’t miss out on one-on-one time with 

these exhibitors:  Tuesday, January 24,  

5:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 



Hilton Clearwater 

Beach Resort 

400 Mandalay Avenue 

Clearwater, Florida 33737 

(724) 461-3222 

hiltonclearwaterbeach.com 

 
Travel Information 

Tampa International Airport—20 miles/25 

minutes from the hotel 

Super Shuttle—$25.00 (one way) 

Taxi—$50.00 (one way) 

Hotel Parking: 

 Self Parking—$18.00/night 

 Valet Parking—$22.00/night 

 

Hotel Check-in:  4:00 p.m. 

Hotel Check-out:  11:00 a.m. 



Safety Directors Conference Schedule 

 

 

Monday, January 23 

12:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m.      Pre Conference CPR/AED Instructors Course 

 

Tuesday, January 24 

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.      Pre Conference CPR/AED Instructors and Users Course (continued) 

11:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.      Conference Registration 

11:45 a.m.—12:15 p.m.      First Time Attendee Orientation—Tom Skaggs and Don Campbell 

12:30 p.m.—12:45 p.m.      Conference Kickoff 

1:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m.      Topic Specific Breakout Sessions 1A   

  Nanomaterials in Mechanical Construction—Bruce Lippy 

  Marijuana Trends, Laws and Company Substance Abuse Policies—Faye Caldwell 

   Innovative Ladder Safety Technology—Dave Francis 

   Safety Leadership—Jim Maddux 

   Suicide Prevention in Construction —Sally Spencer-Thomas 

2:10 p.m.—3:10 p.m.      Topic Specific Breakout Sessions 1B 

        All sessions from 1A will be repeated 

3:10 p.m.—3:30 p.m.      Break 

3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.      Keynote Presentation:  The Learning Brain—Dr. John Medina 

5:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.      Opening Welcome Reception and Exhibit 

 

Wednesday, January 25 

6:15 a.m.—7:15 a.m.       Breakfast 

7:30 a.m.—9:00 a.m.      The New Administration’s OSHA/MSHA—Adele Abrams 

9:00 a.m.—9:15 a.m.      Break 

9:15 a.m.—10:15 a.m.      Skin Cancer Awareness & Prevention for Mechanical Workers—Cheryl Stratos 

10:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.      Topic Specific Breakout Sessions 2A 

  OSHA’s Revised Recordkeeping Rule & Post-Incident Drug Test Issue—Camille Villanova 

  The Value of Professional Safety Certifications (CHST, ASP, CSP)—Clint Wolfley 

  Protecting Workers from Prescription Painkiller Abuse—Don Teater 

  OSHA’s Take on Safety Incentive Programs—Jim Maddux 

  RF Radiation Safety for Mechanical Service—Jason Stack 

11:40 a.m.—12:40 p.m.      Topic Specific Breakout Sessions 2B 

    All sessions from 2A will be repeated 

12:40 p.m.—1:00 p.m.      Break 

     



Safety Directors Conference Schedule 

Special thanks to                      for their            

sponsorship and continued support. 

 

Wednesday, January 25 (continued) 

1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.      Open Topic Breakout Sessions and Working Lunch 

        Room assignment will be indicated by the colored dot on your name badge 

3:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.      Open Topic Breakout Sessions (continued) 

        MCAA Safety Directors with UA Safety Instructors 

5:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.      Team Building Event—Casino on the Beach 

 

Thursday, January 26 

6:30 a.m.—7:45 a.m.      Breakfast 

8:00 a.m.—8:30 a.m.      Construction Safety Technology Report—Sean McGuire 

8:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.      What’s Working for Your Colleagues—Don Jackson 

10:00 a.m.—10:15 a.m.      Break 

10:15 a.m.—11:15 a.m.      OSHA’s Final Rule on Silica and Status of Litigation—Brad Hammock 

11:15 a.m.       Conference Wrap-up  

     



1. How long have you worked in the construction industry?
___________________________________________________________

2. Are you an occupational safety professional?  YES □  NO □   If so, how long have you
been in the profession? __________________

Safety Directors’ Conference 
Hilton Clearwater Beach    Clearwater, FL 
January 24–26, 2017 

Attendee Information 
Name Badge Name  

Company Name  Title  

Street Address 

City  State   Zip  
Registrant’s Email 
*required  Work Phone Cell  

E-mail address to send registration confirmation:

Is this your first year at the Safety Directors’ Conference?   Yes  No

 I will be bringing a Spouse/Guest    Name of Spouse/Guest: ____________________________

Registration Type Cost Quantity 

Registration $ 725 

Total 

Hotel Registration 

Room Type Rate 

Standard Room (single/double occupancy) $239 

  Hilton Honors #:  _____________________________________

Preferred Bed Type  King Bed  2 Beds
   Preferred bed type will be requested but is not guaranteed. 

Arrival Date  Departure Date 

Do you have any special hotel requirements? 

Please contact Sevan Simonian 1-800-556-3653 if you require special accommodations to fully participate in this event. 

Rooms at the Group Rate Are Subject to Availability 
Reservations are made on a first come, first served, space available basis upon payment of meeting registration fee.  A deposit in the amount of the one 
night daily rate is necessary to confirm your reservation.  The credit card provided will be used for the room deposit only.  You will need to provide a form 
of payment at check-in.  Reservations received after January 4, 2017, are not guaranteed at the Hilton Clearwater Beach at the group rate.  
Cancellations within 15 days of arrival may result in forfeiture of deposit.  Rates are subject to state and local taxes (currently 13%) per room per night. 

MCAA Cancellation & Refund Policy 

 If it becomes necessary to cancel your
participation in the conference, please send
written notification to MCAA.

 You will receive a full registration refund if you
cancel 20 days prior to your arrival date.

 Other refunds will be handled on a case-by-case
basis.  Substitutions are always accepted.

Complimentary Polo Shirt 
(please specify size):     

Men’s □  Women’s  □ 
S           □ XL  

□ M □ XXL

□ L □ XXXL

Complimentary Optional 
Pre-Conference Courses 

If interested, select only one 
of the following options: 

□ Option 1 - To Become a CPR
& AED Certified Instructor:
January 23 - 12:30 PM to 6:30 PM
January 24 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

□ Option 2 -  To Become CPR &
AED Certified:
January 24 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Hotel Cancellation & Refund Policy 
Upon receipt of your cancellation, MCAA will forward the 
notification to the hotel.  Please note that reservations must be 
cancelled prior to 15 days of arrival to guarantee a refund.  
Reservations cancelled after 15 days will be handled on a 
case by case basis. 

Register online at www.mcaa.org/education. 
If you have any questions, please contact Sevan Simonian: By email: ssimonian@mcaa.org 

By phone: (800) 556-3653 • By fax: (301) 576-7117 • By mail: 1385 Piccard Drive, Rockville, MD 20850 

Will you attend the Wednesday 
evening Team Building Event 
(5:00-7:30 PM)?     
Yes □         No  □ 
Do you have any dietary 
restrictions?  If so please 
specify:_________________ 

http://www.mcaa.org/education
mailto:ssimonian@mcaa.org


 

Safety Directors’ Conference 
Hilton Clearwater Beach    Clearwater, FL 
January 24–26, 2017 

 

 
 

 
 

Registration Payment Information 

 AMEX  MC   VISA   Check (payable to MCAA)  

Account Number  Expiration  

Cardholder Name  Billing Zip Code  

Signature    
 

Hotel Payment Information (if different from payment information)  

 AMEX  MC   VISA   Check (payable to Hilton)   

Account Number  Expiration  

Cardholder Name  Billing Zip Code  

Signature    
 
 

2017 MCAA Safety Directors’ Conference 
January 24 – 26, 2017 

Hilton Clearwater Beach – Clearwater, Florida 

Tuesday, January 24 
Please choose one session from each time slot from the list below: 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Topic Session Breakout Session (1A) 

 Marijuana Trends, Laws and Company Substance Abuse Policies – Faye Caldwell 
 Innovative Ladder Safety Technology – Dave Francis 
 Nanomaterials in Mechanical Construction – Bruce Lippy 
 Safety Leadership – Jim Maddux  
 Suicide Prevention in Construction – Sally Spencer-Thomas  

 

2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Topic Session Breakout Session (1B) 

 Marijuana Trends, Laws and Company Substance Abuse Policies – Faye Caldwell 
 Innovative Ladder Safety Technology – Dave Francis 
 Nanomaterials in Mechanical Construction – Bruce Lippy 
 Safety Leadership – Jim Maddux  
 Suicide Prevention in Construction – Sally Spencer-Thomas  

 

Wednesday, January 25 
Please choose one session from each time slot from the list below: 

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Topic Session Breakout Session (2A) 

 Safety Incentive Programs Issues and Guidance – Jim Maddux  
 RF Radiation Safety for Mechanical Service – Jason Stack 
 Protecting Workers from Prescription Painkiller Abuse – Don Teater, MD 
 OSHA’s Revised Recordkeeping Rule, and Post-Incident Drug Test Issue – Camille Villanova 
 The Value of Professional Safety Certificates (CHST, ASP, CSP) – Clint Wolfley 

 

11:40 p.m. – 12:40 p.m. Topic Session Breakout Session (2B) 

 Safety Incentive Programs Issues and Guidance – Jim Maddux  
 RF Radiation Safety for Mechanical Service – Jason Stack 
 Protecting Workers from Prescription Painkiller Abuse – Don Teater, MD 
 OSHA’s Revised Recordkeeping Rule, and Post-Incident Drug Test Issue – Camille Villanova 
 The Value of Professional Safety Certificates (CHST, ASP, CSP) – Clint Wolfley 

 

Registrations cannot be processed without payment  

Register online at www.mcaa.org/education. 
If you have any questions, please contact Sevan Simonian: By email: ssimonian@mcaa.org 

By phone: (800) 556-3653 • By fax: (301) 576-7117 • By mail: 1385 Piccard Drive, Rockville, MD 20850 
 

http://www.mcaa.org/education
mailto:ssimonian@mcaa.org
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